Real Estate Web Sites – Main List

The following represents a very cursory listing of real estate sites.  Depending on your particular area of interest you can easily find many, many more.

Registries of Deeds

Gradually, Massachusetts deed registries are coming on line. This greatly simplifies locating deeds and tracing property histories. Property history has become an increasingly important (and required) part of the appraisal process.

Accessing records varies from site to site. Some sites have document images available, others only allow access to indexes. Some require signing up.

Master List - Guide to Massachusetts’ Registries of Deeds


" 

http://www.state.ma.us/sec/rod/rodidx.htm



Individual Registries, Eastern Massachusetts

Barnstable Registry

http://www.bcrd.co.barnstable.ma.us/
Southern Essex Registry:  

http://www.salemdeeds.com/index.asp
Suffolk Registry:

http://www.suffolkdeeds.com/
Essex North:

http://www.lawrencedeeds.com/

Bristol South New Bedford Registry:

http://newbedforddeeds.com/
Bristol Fall River Registry:

http://www.fr-registry.com/
Nantucket:

http://www.nantucketdeeds.com/
Plymouth Registry (There is a branch office in Brockton):

http://regdeeds.co.plymouth.ma.us/
Worcester South Registry:

http://www.worcesterdeeds.com
Worcester North Registry:

http://www.state.ma.us/nwrod/nwrodidx.htm 
Middlesex North Registry:

middlesexnorth@sec.state.ma.us
Middlesex South is not on line with web access but has plans to do so.

The Norfolk Registry is instituting on-line access.  The site can be found: 

http://www.norfolkdeeds.org
Assessors’ Web Sites.   Many towns are online and more will follow. Quality and quantity of information vary. Examples, Lowell, Worcester, Shrewsbury, many towns on the cape. These sites do not replace primary research, interviews, and basic due diligence.

Best Assessing Website: 

 GOTOBUTTON BM_6_ http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/GIS/Assessors/Default.asp
See following page for listing.

	Assessor Web Sites (not all-inclusive, data available on the sites varies)

	

	Andover
http://www.town.andover.ma.us/assess/values.htm

	Arlington 
http://arlserver.town.arlington.ma.us/property.html

	Attleboro
http://data.visionappraisal.com/AttleboroMA/
Athol                 http://data.visionappraisal.com/AtholMA/ 

	Agawam 
www.patriotproperties.com/agawam
Amesbury          http://data.visionappraisal.com/AmesburyMA/ 

	Barnstable    

http://www.town.barnstable.ma.us/ComeOnIn/Departments/Administrative_Services/FinanceDivision/AssessorsDivision/AssessorsDB/intro.asp

	Bellingham
www.patriotproperties.com/webprobellingham

	Boston
             http://www.cityofboston.gov///////assessing/search.asp

	Brookline          http://www.town.brookline.ma.us/Assessors/propertylookup.asp

	Burlington
www.patriotproperties.com/webproburlington

	Cambridge
http://www.cambridgema.gov/fiscalaffairs/PropertySearch.cfm 

	Chelsea
            http://data.visionappraisal.com/ChelseaMA/

	Concord            http://www.concordnet.org/assessor/fy01value_main.htm

	Danvers
www.patriotproperties.com/webprodanvers

	Dedham
http://data.visionappraisal.com/DedhamMA/

	Dennis
             http://www.town.dennis.ma.us/assessor.html

	Dracut

http://data.visionappraisal.com/DracutMA/

	Dudley
             http://data.visionappraisal.com/DudleyMA/
Easthampton     http://data.visionappraisal.com/EasthamptonMA/ 

	Edgartown
http://data.visionappraisal.com/EdgartownMA/

	Falmouth
telnet://property.town.falmouth.ma.us:2540/
Fitchburg           TBA
Gardner             http://data.visionappraisal.com/GardnerMA/ 

	Holden
             http://data.visionappraisal.com/HOLDENMA/

	Leicester
http://www.patriotproperties.com/leicester

	Leominster
http://data.visionappraisal.com/LeominsterMA/

	Longmeadow
http://data.visionappraisal.com/LONGMEADOWMA/

	Lowell

http://data.visionappraisal.com/LowellMA/

	Lynn
             http://www.patriotproperties.com/lynn/Default.asp?br=exp&vr=5

	Manchester
http://www.patriotproperties.com/manchester

	Mansfield
http://data.visionappraisal.com/MansfieldMA/
Marion               http://data.visionappraisal.com/MarionMA/ 

Marlboro           http://data.visionappraisal.com/MarlboroughMA/ 

	Medford
http://data.visionappraisal.com/MedfordMA/

	Melrose
http://www.patriotproperties.com/webpromelrose

	Methuen
http://www.ci.methuen.ma.us/
Millbury           http://data.visionappraisal.com/MillburyMA/

	Nahant
             http://www.patriotproperties.com/nahant 

	Nantucket
http://www.nantucketisle.com/Bluebook/search.lasso

	New Bedford
http://www.ci.new-bedford.ma.us/Assessors/RealPropertyLookup.htm 

	Newburyport
http://data.visionappraisal.com/NewBURYPORTMA/

	Newbury
http://www.patriotproperties.com/webpronewbury

	Newton
             http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/GIS/Assessors/Default.asp

	North Attleboro
http://data.visionappraisal.com/NorthAttleboroMA/

	Oak Bluffs
http://data.visionappraisal.com/OakBluffsMA/

	Orleans
             http://www.town.orleans.ma.us/departments/assess/
Paxton               http://data.visionappraisal.com/PaxtonMA/ 

	Provincetown
http://provincetowngov.org/cgi-bin/db_search.cgi?setup_file=dbs-assessors.setup2.cgi

	Plymouth 
http://www.patriotproperties.com/plymouth

	Reading
http://www.ziplink.net/~reading1/assessor.htm

	Revere
             http://data.visionappraisal.com/RevereMA/
Rowley             http://data.visionappraisal.com/RowleyMA/ 

Rutland             http://data.visionappraisal.com/RutlandMA/ 

	Salem 
             http://www.patriotproperties.com/salem

	Somerville
http://www.ci.somerville.ma.us/departments/assessing/property_assessment.asp

	Southwick 
http://data.visionappraisal.com/SouthwickMA/
Southampton     http://data.visionappraisal.com/SouthamptonMA/ 

Templeton         http://data.visionappraisal.com/TempletonMA/  

	Tisbury 
http://data.visionappraisal.com/TisburyMA/

	Walpole
http://data.visionappraisal.com/WalpoleMA/

	Waltham
http://www.city.waltham.ma.us/assessors/street1.asp?Street_Name="Main%20st"

Wareham           http://data.visionappraisal.com/WarehamMA/ 

	Wayland
http://www.mypropertyrecords.com/univers/
Westfield          http://data.visionappraisal.com/WestfieldMA/ 

West Springfield http://data.visionappraisal.com/WestSpringfieldMA/ 

West Tisbury
http://data.visionappraisal.com/WesttisburyMA/

	Woburn              http://data.visionappraisal.com/WoburnMA/

	Worcester
http://www.ci.worcester.ma.us/assessing/index.html 

	Springfield
http://data.visionappraisal.com/WestSpringfieldMA/
Yarmouth 
http://data.visionappraisal.com/YarmouthMA/

	


Federal Government The federal government has many web sites with more information than you could possible digest in a lifetime.   Here is a rather partial list of sites of interest.

http://www.senate.gov/

http://www.house.gov/

These sites are useful if you want to find out more about general or specific items under consideration in the legislative branch.  Also, these sites make it easy to contact members of the House or Senate.

Access to the judicial branch is accomplished as follows:

http://www.uscourts.gov 

Other useful federal government sites are as follows:

The General Accounting Office is the investigative arm of Congress. Charged with examining matters relating to the receipt and disbursement of public funds, GAO performs audits and evaluations of Government programs and activities. The site includes several sections including GAO FraudNET which is designed to report allegations of fraud, waste, abuse or mismanagement of federal funds. The address is:  http://www.gao.gov

The Bureau of Labor Statistics is a large site with tremendous amounts of data.  For starters, try: http://stats.bls.gov/datahome.htm

You can get various snapshots of local, regional economies.

Once on the site, point to: Most Requested Series, then to Regional I Boston. There is a FTP server for downloading large databases.  There are also instructions on how to do this.

State Government This is the site containing Massachusetts’s community information. While useful, much of this information is dated, particularly with respect to housing and income data. Updates based on 2000 Census data are available for much of the basic information. Going to the US Census site is recommended for more specific and more timely information.

http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/

Employment data can be found on:

http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/det/lmi

This site takes a little bit of digging but the information contained in here is terrific if you happen to like current and past (nearly 10 years ) labor force and unemployment data.

And, of course, no governmental list would be complete without


http://whitehouse.gov/

Other Real Estate Sites.
http://www.hud.gov 

http://Fanniemae.com

http://www.realtor.com

 GOTOBUTTON BM_9_ http://www.fdic.gov
 GOTOBUTTON BM_:_ http://www.ots.treas.gov
Demographics and Population.

Census 2000 data is now available from US Bureau of Census.

http://www.census.gov/

Census Tracts and Population Snapshots

http://www.FFIEC.gov
Search Engines:  You will get different results using search engines. Some search engines rank sites based on commercial viability or whether they paid for a position in the search. There are many search engines out there with different technologies driving their search mechanisms. Become familiar with them allows you to make decisions as to which ones to uses and in what manner to rely on their results.

Search Engine Watch:

www.searchenginewatch.com/sereport
Internet Explorer: Search using MSN search engine via Internet Explorer.

Google:

 GOTOBUTTON BM_;_ http://www.google.com
Yahoo:

 GOTOBUTTON BM_<_ http://www.yahoo.com Have a lot of chat groups, including real estate related ones.

Always try looking for the same info on several different search engines.  It’s a good practice, since the search engines have different methods and preferences.

Browsers

Internet Explorer is the industry standard. However, there are options. Netscape was once the leading browser and is now owned by AOL. Apple has a browser out, Safari, that is being loaded on new machines.  There are others out there.

Newspapers. Nearly all newspapers and media outlets have web sites. Many of them have sophisticated ways to look up articles and information.

Email Newsletters. There are countless email newsletter, headline services, most of which are free.  They can be a very cheap and efficient way to stay on top of various topics of interest, work-related or not.  Many are easily subscribed and unsubscribed from. 

Using the World Wide Web and Internet in Appraisal Assignments

The following represent an introductory listing of websites that are useful in performing appraisal assignments. The order roughly corresponds to the order of an appraisal in FNMA/FHLMC report.

Location

http://www.Mapquest.com
People and Businesses

http://www.anywho.com/
Census Tracts

http://www.FFIEC.gov
Title References

http://www.mass-doc.com/land_registry_dir.htm
or 

http://www.state.ma.us/sec/rod/rodidx.htm
RE Taxes

http://www.bostonapartmentmarket.com/Directory/ma_property_assessor_info_online.htm
http://www.cpadvantage.com/propertytaxes/stateofmassachusetts.asp
Also, individual town web sites

Economic Data

http://www.detma.org/lmi/default.htm
also, http://www.census.gov
Unemployment

http://www.detma.org/lmi/laus/monthly/laus0208.txt
Population

http://yourtown.boston.com/
Town Data

http://www.detma.org/lmi/Default.htm
Price Trends

http://rers.thewarrengroup.com/townstats/ts_login.asp
Also, MLSPIN – see below

Zoning 

http://www.Ordinance.com
Soils Data

http://www.state.ma.us/mgis/st_soi.gif
Floodmaps

http://www.Floodinsights.com
More Census Data

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/25000.html
Aerial Photos

http://terraserver.homeadvisor.msn.com/AdvFind.aspx
Building Code

http://www.state.ma.us/bbrs/code.htm
Valuation

Cost Data

http://www.marshallswift.com/index.asp
Comparable Data

http://www.mlspin.com
Market Statistics

http://www.mlspin.com/mrktstat.asp
Assessors’ web Sites

See above or go to this compilation

http://www.cpadvantage.com/propertytaxes/stateofmassachusetts.asp
Web Access to On line Data

http://rers.thewarrengroup.com/sor/start_search.asp
Maps

http://www.delorme.com
Appraisal Foundation

http://www.appraisalfoundation.org/
Appraisal Sub Committee

http://www.asc.gov
HUD/FHA


http://www.hud.gov
Mass Board of Real Estate Appraisers

http://www.mbrea.org
Studies & Surveys

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/25000.html
Additional Data - Case Study

http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/GIS/Assessors/Default.asp
