A Day in the Life

Using the Internet in Appraisal Assignments

1.
Communication/E-Mail

http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.msn.com/
http://www/hotmail.com/
http://aol.com
2.
Locational Aids

http://www.mapquest.com
http://www.mapblast.com
http://www.delorme.com
http://terraserver.microsoft.com
http://keyhole.com
3. Search Engines

Internet Explorer has a built in search engine

Guide to search engines

http://searchenginewatch.com
http://google.com
http://yahoo.com
Others abound, particularly for specialties or academic interests

4. Finding People, Addresses, Zip Codes

http://www.anywho.com/
www.framed.usps.com/ncsc/lookups/lookup_zip+4.html
http://www.classmates.com
http://www.bigyellow.com
5.
Census Tracts

http://www.ffiec.gov
http://www.ffiec.gov/geocode/default.htm
6.
Title References

http://www.mass-doc.com/
See also Virtual Real Estate Appraising Web Site for individual websites or do a Google search.

7.
RE Taxes

http://www.bostonapartmentmarket.com/Directory/ma_property_assessor_info_online.htm
Individual towns/cities may have taxes, tax rates posted on their web sites. Also try MLS & the Warrengroup. Also look at the VREA website for assessor URLs

8.
Economic Data

http://www.dol.gov/
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.detma.org/lmi/dataprog.htm
9.
Monthly Unemployment & Labor Force Data (MA)

http://massstats.detma.org/websaras/index.asp
10.
Population

http://www.census.gov/
There are many resources out there, a search engine will find many of them.

11.
General Information

http://www.boston.com
good information on cities and towns

http://www.rejournal.com
http://www.townonline.com/
http://www.thewarrengroup.com
Their Townstats section has great information on price/volume trends – free.

12.
Housing/Price Trends

http://rers.thewarrengroup.com/townstats/ts_login.asp
http://www.fha.gov
http://www.fdic.gov
http://www.mlspin.com/stats/
13.
Zoning

http://www.ordinance.com
More and more towns have information online.

14.
Soils Data

http://www.state.ma.us/mgis/st_soi.gif
Consider using a search engine to find additional sources.

15.
Flood Maps

http://www.floodinsight.com
http://www.fema.gov
http://www.interflood.com
16.
Valuation Resources

Cost data

http:///www.marshallswift.com/index.asp
Comparable data

http://www.mlspin.com
Automated Valuations

There are many out there: use a search engine to see what you can find.

Cape Cod and Islands MLS

http://rers.thewarrengroup.com/sor/start_search.asp
Assessing Web Sites

http://www.cswcasa.com/
http://www.homegain.com/?entryID=1433&ht=looksmartdirl
http://cpadvantage.com/propertytaxes/stateofmassachusetts.asp
See also Virtual Real Estate Appraising Web Site for individual websites or do a Google search.

17.
Other Sites

http://www.appraisalfoundation.org/
Mass Board of Real Estate Appraisers

http://www.mbrea.org
Appraisal Institute

http://www.appraisalinstitute.org
American Society of Appraisers

http://www.apo.com/main.cfm
National Association of Independent Fee Appraisers

http://www.naifa.com/
Statistical Abstract of the US

http://www.census.gov/prod/2002pubs/01statab/stat-ab01.html
Calculating Inflation

http://www.westegg.com/inflation/
Calculators

http://www.calculator.org
Consumer Price Index

http://stats.bls.gov/cpi/
St. Louis Fed

http://research.stlouisfed.org/publications/usfd/
Consumer Sites

http://www.overstock.com
http://www.mysimon.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.bankratemonitor.com
http://www.morningstar.com
News

http://www.cnn.com
http://www.usatoday.com
http://www.espn.com
http://www.wsj.com
and, many others, limited only by time and imagination.
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